
WHATõS INSIDEé. 

   My parents moved to Abingdon and 
were neighbors to Cathy Schmidt. All 
of their kids would stop by on week-
ends to see mom and dad and we 
would always see Cathy as she was 
good friends with my parents. Cathyõs 
dream for all these years was to open a 
therapeutic riding school for children 
with disabilities. Cathy had promised 
my parents that she would eventually 
have a therapeutic riding program and 

she would make sure that my disabled son Chuckie would have a spot. My 
parents passed away about 5 years ago and my brothers and sisters still 
kept in contact with Cathy. Cathy called me up about a year ago and told 
me that she was ready to enroll Chuckie in the program. Both Cathy and I 
were tearfully happy about this as it was a promise she made to my par-
ents and I knew that mom and dad always wanted Chuckie to do the 

things that made him happy.   

   Since he started riding, Chuckie has been in such a great mood. He is 
bubbling with excitement before his session and extremely happy after. 
Chuckie loves his horse Victor and likes to bring him snacks before he 
rides. Without Cathy and the volunteers at Chesapeake Therapeutic Rid-

ing Chuckieõs life would not be a special as it is today.  ñ Chuckieõs dad 
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   CTR had the distinct privilege of working with the 

staff and students from The Maryland School for the 
Blind. After a combined staff orientation and rider 
introduction at the farm, five students came for five 

weekly riding lessons.  

   The students, who had never ridden before, made 
the leap of faith and put their trust in CTRõs 
dedicated volunteersõ hands to experience the talents 
of Captain, Crystal and Tilly. Two of our riders 
improved their riding skills to be able to ride off -lead 
while following voice prompts from their instructors! 
Working with The Maryland School for the Blind was 
a positive horse/human experience for everyone 

involved.  

M A R Y L A N D  S C H O O L  F O R  T H E  B L I N D  A T  C T R  

Darnell Jones, Captain, Rickia Ellis and Gayle 

Zorbach   



T H E  H E A T  I S  O N  A T  C T R  ! ! !  

   In October 2009, Home Depot in Parkville 
donated a propane patio heater to CTR to 

help take the chill off the observation area in 

the indoor arena. One of our riderõs parents, 
Chuck Handley, facilitated the donation for 

CTR.  

  Additionally, Ferrell Fuel in Aberdeen is 

donating the propane for the unit. Chuck 
Limmer, Operations Manager, made that 

happen.  

  On behalf of everyone at CTR, especially 
those who enjoy the observation area, 

THANK YOU for helping to provide a bit 

comfort during the winter months of riding.  

BENEFIT  TRAIL  RIDE  AT  FAIR  H ILL  

   On October 18, 2009, CTR hosted the Fall Benefit Trail Ride at Fair Hill Natural Re-
source Management area. Thanks to the generosity of the riders and their sponsors, 

$1600 was raised at this event, despite the weather conditions!  

  Thank you to our corporate 

donors for donating prizes:  

 

   Nutramax Laboratories  

         makers of Cosequin , 

   Perriõs Leather, and  

   The Mill of Bel Air . 

 

   Prizes were awarded based on 

the donations collected from 
sponsors of the riders for the 

event. A HUGE òThank you!ó to 

Brenda Jolly , CTRõs enthusias-
tic (volunteer) Volunteer Coordi-

nator, for organizing the event. 

And to Pam Butkiewicz for vol-

unteering to lead the ride.  
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Chuck Handley, Cathy Schmidt and Dwight Ricks   


