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A RIDEROGS STORY - JUSTIN
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Justin is 9 years old and has autism. JuLy 2009
He has been doing therapeutic horseback
riding at CTR since October 2008. Justin
has been afraid of animals. We have 2
dogs and he holds his hands over his ears
when they bark and he tries to get away

from t hem. He doesnoit

WHAT & INSIDE € .

COMCAST C ARES |2

have been very surprised at how much DAY
Justin loves the horse he rides. Victoris a &

huge horse, but Justin is not afraid of him

at al | . Wh e n | pICk MD S CHOOL FOR
he jumps up and down THE BLIND
Victor! é When it is

right up, pets him and gets on the saddle THE BOARDWALK © |3

without a problem. Even when the
weather was very, very cold, Justin still
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was happy to ride. Justin (on Victor) with his team Natalie THE ARC

Justin has difficulty with spontaneous Cerchio (L), Jean Seiler and Cyndi Olivacz —
speech. He will answer questions, but of- LioNGs CLus 4
ten does not go beyond that. Once when Cathy was holding his hand and waiting for &
Victor so he could mount, she told Justin to be sure he talked nice and loud. Spon- CTR T RAILL RIDE
taneously, Justin said, 0So Victor can hear 6 He—has I
questions. Yet, when we leave to go home, | PHEXCAYERS t|P 1,
Victor today?dé and | al ways get a | oud OYES! @GuichHerEgsp | |§ -

One of the items on Justinds | EP is the comcept™®of oloqg,
His teacher has been working on some of these. At home, | have asked him a few HOOFBEATS AT 7
times to demonstrate them. He has had success in demonstrating some of them, TUCKAWAY :
and is improving. I think he will 1l earn o0alf oC4THYdSEHMIBTO o[ n ,

-pokey and turning the horse oaround, and aroup@dag e d|gal O
fun, it is easier. | am very grateful that Justin has the opportunity for this wonderful
|l earning experience. Sincerely, Linda Giannaccini, Justi

HORSING AROUND - CAPTAIN

B % Robbie's Mast erwa¢lin@ a/pli8&andi® g registered Quarter

S |k Horse gelding. He was donated to CTR by Nancy and Amanda Lewis in
| December 2008 after Amanda moved up in her jumping ability and purchased
another horse to show. She wanted Captain to have a good home and a job
where his extensive background as a school horse would keep him active and
engaged.

Though arthritis keeps Captain from going over fences on the show circuit,
his love for people and interest in working make him an ideal therapeutic riding
horse. In a few short months he has become an integral part of our program
and Obelongso6 to several of our students.

n

grazing along side him in the Pond Pasture.
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COMCAST CAREs DAY AT CTR

e B On Saturday, April 25, 2009, more than

- e == - 113 volunteers from Chesapeake Therapeutic
FERE . e Riding and Comcast joined forces to create

£

/-

“’l'“"“ more ouser friendly surfac
j““l = A UM A the barn and the arena for the horses and
W L1 2 ¥ Ry riders. Vulcan Materials in Havre de Grace
TRE | ' donated nearly 50 tons of stone dust to re-
ey constitute the walkways and level the floors
B of the stalls. Stall mats were laid over the
| newly leveled stall floors. The fence sur-
rounding the barn and outdoor arena was
painted, beautiful perennials planted and a
sensory trail cleared in the pine grove. A cus-
tom -built wheelchair mounting ramp was
designed and built by C&P Contracting with
all materials donated by Comcast.

The event was part of Com¢
nual Comcast Cares Day, a company  -wide
day of community service in which tens of
thousands of Comcast employees, along with their families, friends, and community partners worked to-
gether to make a difference in hundreds of local communities across the country.

CTR and Comcast share a common goal 8 an ongoing commitment to the Harford County community. Our

relationship is an excellent example of how public -private partnerships can make a difference. Thanks to
Comcastds support, we have been able to provide a forgivi:
when they are in their stalls and a versatile mounting ramp d the crucial element to be able to serve more

people with special needs.

Thank you to Comcast for all their support. Together, we will continue to make a difference in this wonder-
ful community!

MARYLAND SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND FIELD DAY

Each year, during Preak-
ness week, Maryland School
for the Blind holds Field Day.
The students get to meet
jockeys from Pimlico and par-
ticipate in Oohor s{
well as meet people and ser-
vices to benefit them and
their families.

CTR was invited to meet the
students and talk about
therapeutic riding.
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THE BOARDWALK O BRENDA JOLLY

As a lifelong horse person, | became involved with Therapeu-
tic Riding through assisting with a therapeutic riding horse
show. This was my first exposure to therapeutic riding and |
was sold on the concept of horses helping people. Horses were
my therapy for trials throughout my life. From that point on |
was a volunteer and quit my full -time job in financing at Johns
Hopkins University to become the Executive Director for a
therapeutic riding program in Cecil County.

| met Cathy prior to her founding CTR at a NARHA confer-
ence. | looked forward to networking with her program when it
was established. A while later | made a very difficult decision to
resign from the other therapeutic riding program. | deeply
missed working with a therapeutic riding program. | began vol-
unteering for a horse rescue,
the horse rescue | found out about Chesapeake Therapeutic
Riding and to my surprise it was the program that Cathy
founded. Not only was this a huge coincidence, but my retired
horse lived at the same farm!

Th

We were in contact with each other and the next thing you know | began volunteering for CTR and became
the Volunteer Coordinator.

| have helped CTR with fundraising and | now serve on the Board of Directors. | have found being a part of
CTR to be a very rewarding experience and look forward to watching the program grow and meet the needs of
many in the community.

When | 8m not helping CTR I dm either riding my horse, wor|
reside in Cecil County with my husband (Mick), son (Garrett), dog (Cowboy) and horse (Fancy).

THE ARC NORTHERN CHESAPEAKE REGION SHINES AFTER DO AC

CTR was invited to participate in selling raffle
tickets for the Fifth Annual /
rity Chef and Auction event on March 28,
2009. CTR raised $1,505 through the efforts of
20 dedicated volunteers, rider
bers and friends of the program.

Over 400 people attended the event hosted
by The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region at the
Maryland Golf & Country Club. The event
raised over $80,000 to help children with de-
velopmental disabilities and their families to
meet everyday needs including parent educa-
tion and training, medical therapies, adaptive
equipment, respite, and summer camps.

Isolda McClelland won the Disney/Las Vegas
Community Raffle donated by Kim Proffitt/
Keller Williams and Dominick Christello, win-
ner of the exclusive After do:/
Simon G. 18kt tri -gold butterfly pendant do-
nated by event sponsor, Smyth Jewelers, val-
ued at $3,000.

Elaine Orbino (L) and Cathy Schmidt
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CENTURY EDGEWOOD LIONS CLUB

Rose Marie and Frank Vacarro
from the Century Edgewood Li-
ons Club visited CTR to present a
check for $300 to the Ridership
Fund from the organization. The
Century Edgewood Lions Club
has been serving Eastern Harford
County for over 50 years. Cathy
Schmidt was invited to speak at
their January dinner meeting at
which Rose Marie and Frank
were honored by becoming
Melvin Jones Fellows in recogni-
tion of their humanitarian work
with the Lions Club International
Foundation.

BENEFIT

TRAIL RIDE

Frank Vacarro (L), Captain and Cathy Schmidt

On May 17, 2009, CTR
hosted the first ever Benefit
Trail Ride at Fair Hill Natural
Resource Management area.
Though the weather was damp
and blustery, everyone enjoyed
themselves on the two trail
rides through the park. CTR
received fabulous door prizes
from Nutramax Laboratories,
makers of Cosequin; Perri 06s
Leather and The Mill of Bel
Air. Prizes were awarded based
on the donations collected
from sponsors of the riders for
the event. A HUGE 0o
you! 6 to Brenda Jol
enthusiastic Volunteer Coordi-
nator, for organizing the event
and making sure things went
smoothly for everyone.



